Aging and resistance to Trichinella spiralis infection following xenobiotic exposure.
Aging is accompanied by well-documented physiological changes, including alterations in the immune system that can lead to reduced resistance to a variety of infectious agents. We tested the hypothesis that immunosenescence exacerbates the immunosuppressive effect of xenobiotics. If proven true, a given dose of an immunosuppressive xenobiotic would cause greater suppression of host resistance in an aged population.